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Why d SONE KSNBEPOD

A Over the last 75%ears AGFD and USFS used various methaaissess
habitat conditionon Kaibab Plateau arietepdeerherd in balance with
availableforage

A Western portion supports largestumber of winteringdeer, focakrea
for forage monitoring

A Most recently, AGFD usedpring measurements of cliffrose to assess
mule deer usef deerwinter range, discontinued in 2009

A Department'sResearch Branaturrently developing new approach for
monitoring winter range use and condition @MU 12AW




Established 21 permanent monitoring sites in 2009
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AbS¢é TIANRBGIK 0NIFYyOK:
of cliffrose and sagebrush marked
and measured in Fall, before deer
occupy winter range. These 2
shrubs are primary items in winter
diet.

AMarked leaders reneasured in Spring after deer
depart, percent use (amount of new growth
removed) calculated as:

_ fall length — spring length -
% Use =—————F———— X 100
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A Winter use of cliffrose and sagebrush highest at lower elevation
areas where deer concentrated, within recommended guidelines
for maintaining plant vigor and productivity

A Heavilybrowsed cliffrose has abundant-growth if precipitation
IS normal/aboveaverage
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A Sagebrush slowagrowing and more sensitive to
overuse
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Range monitoring transect in burned area easfofvatsPoint

A Each site has
onnQ fAYS
transect marked
by t-post at
each end

A Measured in
late summer,
before deer
occupy winter
range
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